Before any of this complex problem-solving begins, Sam
starts with a simple pencil sketch in a notebook. Whether
he’s designing a beer label or a movie poster, his designs
are born the size of a postage stamp.

o ‘l

“At that size you can’t include any detail, just the main
areas of dark and light, and the rough composition,” he
says. This view allows him to decide if the balance of the
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Return of the Lake Erie Monster launched in April 2024, with Spacewalker following in
June, and Nosferatu in August. The series has moved to 12 0z six-packs from 16 oz four-
packs, primarily to allow it to occupy the same shelf space as the brewery’s Christmas
Ale juggernaut, and at the same price point. The popular Chillwave Double IPA will

composition is working. He says it's tempting to include
detail, but it's usually a mistake. He then photographs
the sketch, puts it in Photoshop, and begins transforming
the piece with a graphics tablet and digital brushes.

join the series at the beginning of 2025.

The Great Lakes Cinematic Universe has just begun. f

You can learn more at greatlakesbrewing.com & hadleyart.com
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The Glory of the Portuguese Half-Pint

Words by Maria Kruglyak.
Photos by Iggy Tsarukov. Illustrations by Shan Escobar.

How a hard-core cheapest-light-lager-pint bartender fell for
the imperial.

wh

hat's your cheapest lager?” I would ask in a half-whisper, leaning
forward across the dark wooden bar of the murky East London pub.
The bartender would smirk, pointing to the Amstel, Heineken, or
Budweiser tap. “One pint, please.”

That's how it would always be. Or at least, that's what it felt like it would always be. For
most of the decade that I worked in bars, pubs, and kitchens, 1 wouldn't dream of
ordering anything but that. At the time, though, it wasn't just that I couldn't afford a
classy craft beer—there was also this cultural thing, and it felt as intricate as my post-
Soviet cultural background. My family is a mix of East-to-West Soviet minorities and
my family history is a parallel of the
history of the USSR: at first, a
generational divide of pro-revolutionary
youths and market merchants; then, a
family in Siberian exile and a
communist great-grandfather shotin a
labor camp as the enemy of the state. In
2000, we left, my parents giving up on
the possibility of things getting better in
Russia: first, to the US for two years, and
then to Sweden, where I grew up. Never
really finding my place in Swedish
society, I left for London as soon as [
turned 18.

My first night in the big city found me
face-to-face with a dozen beer taps in a

e
Cincinnati State

BREWING SCIENCES

South London pub, none of whose
names I recognized. Back then, I didn’t
ask which pint was the cheapest. I just
asked for a pint. “Which one?” the lady
behind the bar said as I stared in

Associate degree and
certificate pathways available.
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